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PRESIDENT'S CORNER

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

HISTORICAL WALKING TOURS VIA POCKET SIGHTS

LA GRANGE ROLLS WITH IT - Summer Art Project

COVID 19 DOCUMENTATION

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS TO LGAHS

LOOKING FOR MORE SUMMER INTERNS

SUMMER EXHIBIT:  REMARKABLE WOMEN OF THE La GRANGE 
AREA - A Century Of Fashion, Passion And Progress.  

UPCOMING VIRTUAL PROGAMS: 

   ALICE PAUL/Winning Votes for Women                                                                                                                                       
   MADAM PRESIDENT, Lady Edith Wilson                                                                                      
   HOME & HISTORY TOUR

INSIDE This Issue

Summer
2020

VIAL HOUSE MUSEUM AND ARCHIVE
444 S. LAGRANGE ROAD
708-482-4248
www. lagrangehistory.org
info@lagrangehistory.org 

2019-2020 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Mark Truax, President                                                 
Sarah Parkes, Executive Director
Tina Stelmack, Vice President
Sandra Strauss, Treasurer
Pat Kozlowski, Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS
Ellie Carroll  Becca Rymsa
Marilyn Faber  Kate Rymsa
Mary Ann Sward Judy Burns
Ed Thoele  Sarah Carpenter
Cynthia Urbain                Beth Augustine
Mary Novak Piette          Dan Malloy
Jim Peterson  Katherine Padgett

MUSEUM HOURS
Wednesday:  9:30 am - 12:00 pm

Last Sunday of Each Month
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

 Summer 
Hours - Saturdays June                                                                                                          

through August 11:00 am to 2:00 pm 
When it is Safe to Do So.

By Appointment
                      Outside these Hours

PRESIDENT'S CORNER, Mark Truax

Now & Then

COVID-19

Documentation

Like the seasons, change seems to be the only constant in 
our lives. At this time, we are all rolling with the punches to 
get by and the La Grange Area Historical Society is no differ-
ent.  The beauty of volunteering with the Historical Society, 
is that I can see how we have dealt with situations like this in 
the past. We have a lot to learn from our past and that makes 
it worth our time and energy to preserve it - so it is not lost. 

As is the case with many organizations, the programming we 
had planned for this year will need to change.   Over the past 
few years, we have attained a wide range of great initiatives.  
At this time, we have the opportunity to come up with a va-
riety of new innovative programs to engage our community 
at home.  In the past, some of our programming was free of 
charge as a service to the community and others we deemed 
necessary to request a modest fee to offset and maintain our 
expenses.     Our events and programs connect us to the com-
munity and is a very important part of our work at the Histori-
cal Society.  

History is happening every day. Our goal is to capture the ex-
periences of our community for future generations. We will 
continue to document the world around us. However, we will 
need your help. As you support our local businesses, please 
be mindful of your local non-profit organizations like LGAHS. 
We would appreciate your continued support with your 
membership and donations.  Please stay safe and healthy 
during these unprecedented times. 

Remarkable

Women of 

LaGrange 

Area

VIRTUAL

Programming

LaGrange Area
Historical Society

WHAT WE'RE 

WORKING ON......
...

Summer Hours!  Once we have been advised that it is safe to do so,  we will be open on Saturdays for the summer months 
(June, July and August). This is a great opportunity check out your house file or other areas of interest in our extensive archives 
as well as to see our summer exhibit The Remarkable Women of the La Grange Area.   Saturday  hours are normally from 11:00am 
to 2:00pm.  We will notify you when we are open once again.  Please look for our OPEN sign  as you pass the Vial House, at 444 
So. La Grange Road in the near future.
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It's all fun and games in La Grange this summer when 30 vibrant, hand-painted rolling 
party carts are placed in front of local businesses.
We are participating in this year’s Summer Art Project in downtown La Grange. This year’s 
theme is “La Grange Rolls with It!”  and the items on display are rolling party carts.  The title for 
our cart is “Enjoy the Ride” – it has beautiful vintage images and will be installed in front of 1416 
restaurant.  Please walk by and take a look when you have a chance.

" LA GRANGE ROLLS WITH IT"  LGAHS CART - "ENJOY THE RIDE!"

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

In response to the “Shelter in Place” from the Corona Virus, we have recently relaunched our 7 self-guided walking tours 
of the LaGrange Historic District. These tours are packed full of interesting historical and architectural details about our 

community. Each tour is about an hour long and were originally created in the 1980s.  A 
big thank you to Donna Scotty, Kristin Kirby, Eva Galassini, Kathy McCook, Patty Lannan 
and Kerry Nutter for taking pictures of the homes on the walk for inclusion in the tour.

Tour guide sheets are available for free by downloading it from our website (www.lagrangehistory.org), or you can ac-
cess them through a free app called PocketSights. Simply download PocketSights to your smart phone from the Apple 
Store or Google Play, enter your zip code and our tours will show up. 

WALKING TOURS OF THE LAGRANGE HISTORIC DISTRICT

Whether you are a new member or have been with us for several years, we want to personally thank you for your 
support.  

NOW MORE THAN EVER we are looking to our past for comfort and inspiration. We are dedicated to ensuring that our 
community’s past remains a vibrant part of our future. As we are entirely self-funded,  we face the challenges of being 
a small historic institution that currently cannot be open to the public or host events and programs at the Vial House.  
Please renew or consider an upgrade to your membership level. Please be on the lookout for your membership re-
newal letter or renew online at www.lagrangehistory.org.

COVID 19 DOCUMENTATION

The La Grange Area Historical Society is documenting how life in our community has been affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Collecting information about the personal experiences of individuals and fami-
lies will preserve the story of this unusual and unexpected time in the community’s history. Residents of 
all ages from La Grange and La Grange Park are invited to participate and share their experiences. Record 
information in the response form provided on our website.  wwwlagrangehistory.org.

Help capture this event as it unfolds. History is being made, and our community has a story to tell. All 
submissions will be compiled and saved in the archives of the Historical Society for future research and 
educational use. 

"WELCOME" TO THE NEW MEMBERS OF OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS!

We are very excited to welcome the following four individuals;  Beth Augustine, Dan Malloy, Jim Peterson, and Kath-
erIne Padgett as newly elected members to our Board of Directors of the La Grange Area Historical Society.  Their 
various talents, unique backgrounds, diverse experience and energy will make them a great asset to our Board as they 
serve with us to strengthen our commitment to our members.
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In recognition of the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment which gave women the right to 
vote, our summer exhibit will feature various women of the La Grange area, their fashions, their 
passions and the road to women’s rights in America. The exhibit will cover these ideas from the 
time when La Grange was formed in 1879 to 1990. 

We are very excited to share the stories of these remarkable women as well as our collection 
of women’s fashion. It is also important to see how women’s rights evolved over time as these 
rights really accentuate the accomplishments of these women. 

As soon as we are advised that it is safe to open our doors, you can view our exhibit at the Vial House in person until 
September 2020.  A fascinating tutorial of our summer exhibit is in the planning stage and will soon be available on our 
website.   

AT THE VIAL HOUSE MUSEUM 

Do you know a college student looking for a summer internship? The La Grange Area Historical Society is looking for 
interns to assist with projects at the museum and help staff with our extended Saturday hours for the weekends. This is 
a great opportunity to build experience for your resume. Projects may include: scanning historical documents, organiz-
ing our accessions, creating Home Portfolio books, interviewing local residents to capture local history.  Contact Sarah at:  
sarah.parkes@lagrangehistory.org.        

WE'RE LOOKING FOR SUMMER VOLUNTEER INTERNS 

On June 4th at 7:00 pm we 
will present Alice Paul: Win-
ning Votes for Women.  In this 

living-history portrayal, actress and scholar Leslie Goddard, 
Ph.D., portrays suffragist Alice Paul, one of the most dy-
namic leaders in the fight to win votes for women. This will 
be a live presentation online via Zoom.  Register at www.
lagrangehistory.org.

On July 9th at 7:00 pm we will wel-
come author William Hazelgrove for 
his presentation Madam President.  
After President Woodrow Wilson 
suffered a paralyzing stroke in the 

fall of 1919, his wife, First Lady Edith Wilson, began to 
handle the day-to-day responsibilities of the Executive 
Office.  This will take place live online via Zoom. Please  
register at www.lagrangelibrary.org.

SUMMER EXHIBIT:  THE REMARKABLE WOMEN OF THE LAGRANGE AREA-
A Century of Fashion, Passion and Progress

Our goal in these challenging times is to create as many avenues to connect with you as possible and our Board of Di-
rectors  are working diligently to continue the very best online events and programs for our members.  We are proud to 
support our community during these trying times.  We are looking forward to seeing you virtually and in-person soon. 

UPCOMING VIRTUAL PROGRAMS

Madam PresidentAlice Paul  
Winning Votes For Women

Home and  History Tour
September 22, 2020 

Our Home & History Virtual Tour will 
feature the interiors of four La Grange 
area historic homes and Jackson 
Street Mall.  Interesting stories and his-

tories will be highlighted.  Stay tuned for "teasers" about 
the tour and featured properties!

HOME and
HISTORY TOUR

The La Grange Area 
Historical Society

Virtual

www.lagrangehistory.org

FOUR HISTORIC AREA HOMES AND 
JACKSON SQUARE MALL

Will Be Featured

event sponsor

September 22, 2020

La Grange Area         
Historical Society

Presents

Virtual
Home & History Tour 

September 22, 2020

We Held a Hometown 
Trivia Event Online!

YOUR Knowledge of La Grange History 
HAS BEEN TESTED virtually and you 

scored fabulously!!  We are so impressed with your know-
lege of the La Grange Area!  This event was such a success 
we look forward to repeating it in the Fall of 2020.  Stay 
tuned!



Join the Summer Fun

at the Historical Society  DATES AND EVENTS

June through August      • Summer Saturday Hours                                              
Saturdays 11:00-2:00                 (When It is Safe to Do So)

New Opportunity      • Online Historic Walking Tours   
                  Through Pocket Sights  

Summer Exhibit                        • Remarkable Women of the La Grange Area
            

June 4th 7:00 pm            • Alice Paul/Winning Votes for Women Online  
           Presentation
   
                           
July 9th 7:00 pm           • Madam President Online Presentation      
 
September           • Auction of LGAHS hand painted                                
          Rolling Party Cart "Enjoy the Ride"

Septemer 22nd      • Home and History Virtual Tour

SUMMER 

LA GRANGE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY                        
VIAL HOUSE MUSEUM AND ARCHIVE
444 S. LAGRANGE ROAD
LAGRANGE, ILLINOIS 60525


