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PRESIDENT'S CORNER, Mark Truax

Now and Then

Spring To It 

And 

Help Us 

Grow!

Last year we celebrated La Grange turning 140 and recognized 
the 100th anniversary of ending of WWI with our summer ex-
hibit. This year, there are many more historical anniversaries 
to recognize; 400 years of the Mayflower’s voyage, 250 years 
since the Boston Massacre, 100 years since the ratification of 
the 19th amendment, giving women the right to vote, 75 years 
since the end of WWII. All these historical events have brought 
us to where we are today.  

How do these historical anniversaries relate to the La Grange 
Area Historical Society?  As we strive to preserve the history 
of La Grange, it is important to look back and recognize the 
impact of these events on La Grange. Since La Grange has only 
been around for 140 years, we can look at the more recent an-
niversaries. I am excited to feature the impact that the 19th 
amendment had on La Grange with our new summer exhibit 
“Remarkable Women of La Grange” (See article for details). 
Hopefully you were able to catch our exhibit last year as we 
featured WWII soldiers from the La Grange Area as well with 
our WWI exhibit. 

Historical anniversaries give us an opportunity to reflect, learn 
and share.  Let us know if you have an historical anniversary 
that you would like to share. Our collections are not just ob-
jects, we archive stories as well. 

Remarkable

Women 

Exhibit

Did you 

Know?

Original

Ordinanes

LaGrange Area
Historical Society

WHAT W
E'RE 

WORKING ON.....
....

Saturday summer hours June, July and August 10:00 - 2:00 

LAGRANGE

STATE of the LA GRANGE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Join us or our Annual Meeting to look back on what we have 
accomplished last year and where we are heading. All mem-
bers of the Historical Society are welcome to attend and give 
us feedback on how we are doing. Light refreshments will be 
served. 

Date:          March 8th at 1:30. 
Where:      La Grange Public Library
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DID YOU KNOW?
On June 11 th , 1879, La Grange became an official village. Shortly thereafter, on July 10th, 1879, six trustees were 
elected. Those receiving them most votes for trustee were: Franklin D. Cossitt, P.G. Gardner, J.D. Myers, E.B.Clark, 
L.L. Bassford and T.W. McMillan. One of their first tasks was to make their new village appealing to new residents. 
This required labor to “water” the dirt roads in town with water or oil to keep the dust down. To do this they passed 
La Grange's First Ordinance as follows:

Ordinance No 1
Providing for Poll Tax

"Be it ordained by the President of Board of Trustees of the Village of LaGrange.
Sec 1. That every able bodied male person over the age of twenty-one years and under

the age of fifty years excepting idiots, paupers and lunatics or other person exempt by
law residing within the limits of said village be and he is hereby required to labor on the

streets and public alleys of said village under the direction of the President of the Board
of Trustees, two days in each year. Provided every person subject to such labor may, in
lieu therefore, pay into the treasury of the village the sum of $0.75 for each two days of

labor."
This original hand scripted ordinance book was thought to be lost in a fire that consumed a small office where the 
board met during those years. It recently showed up at the La Grange Area Historical Society as a donation. We 
have archived a copy in our files and the original has been placed in a preservation box and will be presented to the 
Village this Spring.

SPRING TO IT AND HELP US GROW!

We’re all moving so fast these days that it behooves us to stop a moment and treasure the place we call home. In La-
Grange and La Grange Park we see the daily affirmation of true community. It is indeed this strong backdrop of fam-
ily, friends, faith, education, culture and Midwestern values that enriches our life here. It was and still is the bedrock 
upon which Franklin D. Cossitt founded the village. It’s also a feeling of continuity and grounding that not everyone 
elsewhere can claim. And it deserves to be preserved. Every day that we host a school group, welcome a visitor, re-
search a home, or rediscover a treasure among our collection, we’re reminded of how our members have helped keep 
our community legacy alive. 

We Appreciate Your Support of the Historical Society Through Membership!

GIFT OF MEMBERSHIP ... consider giving the gift of membership to a family member or friend 
in the community. Choose from several levels of membership with a variety of benefits.

UPGRADE YOUR MEMBERSHIP ...  support us with a new level of Premium or Patron benefits.

BROWSE OUR GIFT SHOP... We offer an assortment of posters, prints, books, notecards, pottery, and more!  Add 
to your own collection or pick up some gifts!

So, this spring as we celebrate the opening of our exhibit and focus on growing our 
membership, here are a few ways our existing members can support us:

It takes just a moment to Help Us Grow and ensure all the benefits of membership! Go to our Facebook page to ac-
cess the link to the membership tab. Or visit our website at www.lagrangehistory.org to join online. Out and about? 
You can drop the form and payment in our lock box at the 47 th Street entry to our parking lot. And you can always 
mail the form and payment to Vial House Museum & Archive, 444 S. La GrangeRoad, La Grange, IL 60525, Attn: 
Membership.  SPRING UP AND JOIN US!

Core Membership $40            Copy of Centennial Book, Discounts on Tours, Programs & Events, Stop in During Exhibit  
           Hours  for  a free Print.  Benefits extend to the Household .

Premium Membership $75    Core Benefits, Bookmark and Notecards plus Two Annual Exclusive Previews/Events 

Patron Membership $125       Core and Premium Benefits plus two complimentary Guest Passes for a Program or Event,   

Once again, we are pleased to announce the Vial House 
Museum will have extended hours during the summer. 
From June 6th to August 29th, the Vial House will be 
open on Saturdays from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Please 
come in and view  our Remarkable Women exhibit or 
review your house file. Summer interns will assist with 
your home's research. 

SUMMER HOURS A Great Success....BRING YOUR DOLL "TEA PARTY" 

"Plenty of smiles at World's Fair-themed tea hosted by 
Historical Society" was the front page headline in the 
February 13th Doings.  A Big Thank you to Kate Rymsa, 
Becca Rymsa, Ellie Carroll and the many volunteers 
who put together this wonderful event.
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AT THE VIAL HOUSE MUSEUM 

Do you know a college student looking for a summer internship? The LaGrange Area Historical Society is 
looking for interns to assist with projects at the museum and help staff our extended Saturday hours.   This 
is a great opportunity to build experience for your resume. Projects may include: scanning historical docu-
ments, creating Home Portfolio books, interviewing local residents to capture local history.  Contact Sarah at:                                                                            
sarah.parkes@lagrangehistory.org.      

WE'RE LOOKING FOR SUMMER VOLUNTEER INTERNS 

NEW EXHIBIT:  REMARKABLE WOMEN  OF THE LA GRANGE AREA

SUMMER HOURS 

Preserving the collections at the LaGrange Area Historical Society is always a daunting task. As the Historical So-
ciety has grown, so have our collections. Proper preservation is needed to make sure these items will be around for 
a long time for others to see and admire.

How can you help? We started to transition our collections to proper preservation boxes. A big "thank you" for 
those who have already donated to this cause.  Did you know can sponsor a box in your families name?  Boxes run 
anywhere from $20-$50. Your direct donation to purchase one of these boxes will help ensure the preservation of 
the history of La Grange and La Grange Park.

Preservation of our history is rewarding. With your help, we can do it!  To donate, please visit our website at www.
lagrangehistory.org.

In recognition of the 100 th anniversary of the ratification of the 19 th Amendment, 
giving women the right to vote in America, we are featuring “Remarkable Women 
of the La Grange Area” as our summer exhibit. This exhibit will feature La Grange 
Area women from the late 1800’s to present. A Century of progress!

The exhibit will also feature our collection of women’s clothing for each decade 
presented. This is a great opportunity to see how women’s rights and fashions have 
progressed and changed  over the century.

Please plan on attending our Exhibit Grand Opening on April 4 th from Noon to 
3:00. Hope to see you at The Vial House.

Of  The LA GRANGE 
AREA

HELP PRESERVE HISTORY WITH US!

The tour begins and 
ends at The Vial 
House Museum, 
444 S. La Grange 
Road.  Meet inside 
for a short introduc-
tion followed by the 

75 minute walking tour where you'll discover 
what Frank Lloyd Wright designed in La-
Grange in the 1890s and early 1900s.  Discov-
er what his designs had to do with bootlegging 
as well as the architectural characteristics of 
four Wright homes as you walk through a 
picturesque La Grange neighborhood in the    
Historic District.

WHAT'S WRIGHT IN LA GRANGE?
Sunday MAY 17th,  1:30-3:00 pm

JOHN BURNS WALKING TOURS

Historic Fifth Avenue/          
La Grange Road Walking 
Tour. 

The tour starts inside the 
La Grange  Road train 
station and ends at the  
La Grange Public Library.  

SUMMER HOURS 

Space will be limited for both of these tours.  
Please RSVP for ticket 
reservations at www.lagrangehistory.org.

HEART OF LA GRANGE:  NOW AND THEN
Sunday JUNE 14th, 1:30-3:00 pm

Space will be limited for both of these 
tours.  Please RSVP for ticket 
reservations at www.lagrangehistory.org.



Spring is in the Air 

at the Historical Society  DATES AND EVENTS
March 8th        • Annual Board Meeting of La Grange           
Sunday 1:30 pm          Historical Society at 
            The La Grange Public Library

March 1st-May 31st       • Spring To It! New Member               
            Drive

April 4th                     • Remarkable Women Exhibit
Sunday 12:00 - 3:00 pm    Grand Opening at
           The Vial House Museum
 
May 17th                     • What's Wright In La Grange
Sunday 1:30 pm           A  John Burns Walking Tour
                           
June 14th                              • Heart of La Grange: Now and Then
Sunday 1:30 pm                     A John Burns Walking Tour

Saturdays
June 6th  through               • Summer Hours 
August 29th 
11:00 - 2:00 pm

SPRING
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