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PRESIDENT'S CORNER, Mark Truax

Our Vintage Wedding Gown Exhibit was a huge success 
this summer.  The exhibit brought in many community 
residents and neighbors from surrounding suburbs to view 
the exquisite gowns and accessories.  We were pleased to 
see our exhibit guests become more familiar with LGAHS 
and our programs.  

A big thank you to our board members, volunteers and 
summer interns who assisted in setting up this exhibit and 
welcoming visitors during open hours.  With their help we 
extended our hours to Saturdays this summer and we all 
certainly felt the "sweet fruits of our labors" with all the 
smiles, interest and reminiscing prompted by the exhibit.  
The vintage wedding gown exhibit will continue to be on 
display until the end of September...so if you haven't seen 
it, please stop by for a visit!

Planning for our Fall programming is in the works and we 
are excited to continue to offer fun activates for children 
and adults alike. Look throughout the newsletter for these 
events and check our webpage at lagrangehistory.org.  If 
you follow us on Facebook, you will also get to see when 
these events are open for registration.

All of our events are historically based and I invite you to 
join us and see history come alive!
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This summer we welcomed four talented summer interns as a part of our team. 
Rebecca Garbe, Jacob Stern, Michael Metz, and Terese Gibas had much to contribute and we truly appre-
ciate all of their hard work!  Each brought a unique set of talents, a great work ethic, and an amazing flexibility 
to help with whatever was needed.  We wish them well as they head back to college and hope we have an oppor-
tunity to work with each of them again in the future!  Great work interns, and thank you so much!

THANK YOU TO OUR SUMMER INTERNS!   WE ARE SO PROUD OF THEM!

DO YOU KNOW WHY WE HAVE CROOKED STREETS? 

In an article for the LaGrange Citizen in August of 1928, Mr. Ralph C. Wilson, supervisor of Lyons Township 

from 1920 until his death in 1928, accounts for the jogs in Waiola, Stone and Brainard Ave.  “When Developers 

purchased 10 acres in that area, lots were subdivided into shorter parcels than those adjoining.”  This created the 

“jog” in these roads. “Subsequent attempts to negotiate land traded to straighten the streets were futile”.  So, the 

crooked streets remained.

CURRENT MAP OF LAGRANGE PARKEARLY MAP OF LAGRANGE PARK

WOMEN OF WORLD WAR II

The La Grange Area Historical Society will highlight the many contribu-
tions of women during World War II during a special program featuring 
author, Barb Warner Deane.  Ms. Deane has written a book on the top-
ic, and will give a presentation, Women of World War II: On the Front 
Lines & The Home Front.

 The event will provide insight into the necessary roles held by women 
between from 1939 to 1945, while millions of men and boys were de-
ployed in the U.S. and overseas during WWII. It will include a focus on 
the American Red Cross Clubmobile program, and the important ways 
in which American women helped win the war. As part of the program, 
Navistar, headquartered in Lisle, IL, will bring their WWII Clubmobile 
to the event, which will be available for touring after the presentation. 
Navistar historian, Tom Clark, will be on hand to guide the Clubmobile 
viewing and answer questions.

This event will be held on Saturday, September 29, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. 
at Meadowbrook Manor, located at 339 S. 9th Avenue, La Grange, Il.

 This is a free event, but registration is required so we can provide enough seating:  Please register at 
www.lagrangehistory.org or call 708.482.4248.
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Our recent Murder Mystery Evening was a huge success!  Guests dolled up and joined 
us for a swanky evening at The Rose Club, the most exclusive Speakeasy in town!                                         
La Grange’s most ruthless mobsters and elegant flappers enjoyed a fun night of glamour, 
scandal, and murder! Each guest had a role to play, clues to share, and secrets to conceal 
as they worked to unmask the killer!  Stay tuned to our website...a repeat Murder Mystery 
event may be held by popular demand! 

A big thank you to Bloom3 Florist, 104 West Burlington 
                           for hosting this event!

AT THE VIAL HOUSE MUSEUM 

A MURDER MYSTERY EVENING 

   

Join us this 
October 

for Spooky 
Storytime! 

Come listen 
to spooky and 
silly Hallow-

een stories and learn about how Halloween 
was celebrated in the past!   This   family 

friendly event is open to witches and goblins 
of all ages. 

Check for Dates and Times and 
Register online at LaGrangeHistory.org

JOIN US at the LaGrange Area Historical Society's Vial House (circa 1874) for an evening of scary, unsettling 
tales of strange, out of the ordinary happenings in our LaGrange and LaGrange Park Villages and neighboring             
communities.

Ever feel or experience strange occurrences in your home like the stranger your children can see but you can't...or 
when something nudges you awake from a deep sleep?   Hmmmm... Reserve your seat by visting                                      
www.lagrangehistory.org.              

When:  Friday night, October 26th
Reception at 7:00
Lights out and Tall Tales at 7:30
Escape at 8:30

Bring your strange, haunting stories to contribute to the society's collection.
                                  (What's that noise in the attic?)

Hauntings in  Lagrange

Tom Veeser, a LGAHS volunteer 
specializes in genealogical re-
search. He has done extensive re-
search on his own family history 
and has created a family tree that 
includes 6000 ancestors! He can 
assist those who are interested 
in beginning a family history re-

search  project and provide guidance on accessing and using 
documents and archives at the LaGrange Area Historical Soci-
ety.  He also has expertise on accessing census data and other 
online resources. In addition, he knows his way around local 
libraries, including the Newberry Library and National Ar-
chives and Records Administration (NARA ) in Chicago. 

Keep an eye on our calendar for an upcoming event where 
Tom will provide an informational seminar on conducting 
your own genealogical research.

GENEAOLOGY AND FAMILY TREES sPOOKY stOries



LA GRANGE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY                        
VIAL HOUSE MUSEUM AND ARCHIVE
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Through the End of Sept.       • Vintage Wedding Gown  Exhibit

Saturday, Sept. 29th                • Women of World War II 
At Meadowbrook Manor
1:00 PM

October, 2018 Check            • Spooky Storytime
our Website for Dates 

October 26th                            • Hauntings in LaGrange
At the Vial House 7:00 PM

Coming Soon - Check           • Seminar, Conducting Your Own
our Website for Dates              Genealogical Research                
                                          
LaGrange Public Library       • Cossitt School Memorabilia as far                   
Display Cases                back as 1915.
              • Uniforms and Accessories of                  
                                                         Women of World War II.

www.lagrangehistory.org
708-482-4248

COMING EVENTS THIS FALL FUN THIS FALL AT                                      

THE VIAL HOUSE


